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I. Two Eves in One 

 

Eight days after Christmas Eve, we gather here tonight on the eve of two holidays in one: a holiday 

and a holy day. This is, of course, New Year's Eve; and that's naturally a time of looking back and 

looking forward. You made it through another year-maybe with great joy and excitement, maybe just 

holding on; either way, tonight's a night of looking back and taking stock. At the same time, at the 

dawn of 2005, you're charting out the months that lie ahead. Here, too, the emotions will be varied 

from person to person; you may be anticipating the thrill of a once-in-a-lifetime vacation, or the 

dread of battling terminal disease.  

 

On top of that, even as you have dim outlines of what you expect in the next year, you don't really 

know what's going to happen. We are not gifted with abilities to see the future, be it tomorrow or 

eight days from now. So work for the best and make provisions for the worst. That's about the best 

you can do as you contemplate life on New Year's Eve. 

 

But no matter how this night finds you, know this: whatever happens, you are already prepared and 

provided for. No matter what happens, the Lord has prepared you for eternal life in heaven by His 

grace. That's what the other Eve is about. 

 

Eight days after He is born, two things happen to the Christ-child. 

 

Matthew records one of them: He gets His name. As of the 8th day, He's no longer just Joseph's son, 

but Jesus. Jesus-what a name! It's not a brand new name; in fact, it's the New Testament version of 

"Joshua." It means "Yahweh saves," and certainly the Lord has saved through men before; through 

Joshua, for instance, Yahweh led His people into the Promised Land, saving them from all sorts of 

enemy kings and armies. But this time, with this Son of Joseph, it's different. Yahweh will save His 

people from their sin; and if He saves them from their sin, He saves them from death and the grave. 

Furthermore, the Son named Jesus isn't just an instrument whom Yahweh will use; this Child is the 

Lord Himself become flesh.  

 

So Jesus gets His name on the 8th day-that's one of two things that happens. The other thing is this: 

the reason Jesus gets His name on the 8th day is that He's circumcised on the 8th day. Name and 

circumcision go together. Since the time of Abraham, God commanded that all of Abraham's male 

offspring were to be circumcised on the 8th day. If they were, then they became part of the people of 

God, heirs of all of His gifts. If they weren't circumcised, then they were to be cut off from the 

people for breaking the covenant. A boy was either an heir or an outcast. 

 

We note in passing that, at the age of 8 days, these boys weren't in a position to decide to be 
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circumcised. It was done to them, for them. Before they knew what was happening, they became 

God's people and heirs of His kingdom. Now, the New Testament makes clear that circumcision was 

a forerunner of Holy Baptism; thus, according to Scripture, we baptize infants here. It is not 

Scriptural to teach that one must be old enough to understand before he can be baptized. 

 

(We also note that, if a boy was not circumcised on the 8th day, this could be rectified later on. Adult 

men could convert to the one true God, at which point the Law declared they had to be circumcised. 

One is amused these days when people complain that Closed Communion is too great an obstacle for 

evangelism!) 

 

At any rate, boys were to be circumcised on the 8th day; at that point, they received their name 

because, at that point, they were known by God and numbered among His people. 

 

So on the 8th day, Jesus was circumcised. But why? After all, as God become flesh, He was already 

known by His Father from all eternity. So why would Jesus be circumcised? 

 

Well, why does Jesus do anything? The answer is always the same: He does it for you. 

 

Jesus became flesh to fulfill God's Law and redeem you. He came to live a life of perfect obedience 

to all of God's commands so that He might be the sinless sacrifice in your place. The Law demanded 

that all sons be circumcised in order to be heirs of God's kingdom, and said this to be an everlasting 

covenant; therefore, Jesus was circumcised to keep the Law for you.  

 

This was one of many acts of law-keeping that Jesus did for you. That Son was circumcised for you, 

so that you might be a son of God and an heir of the kingdom. So St. Paul writes in Galatians 4: 

 

4But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6And 

because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, 

Father!" 7Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ. 

 

Man or woman, you're a son of God and heir of His kingdom because Jesus fulfilled the Law for 

you. (This is hardly sexism: to tell a woman she is a son of God is no different than to tell a man he 

is part of the bride of Christ. Both are correct according to Scripture.) He fulfilled the Law in that He 

kept all of those commands perfectly. But that's not all. He fulfilled the Law by fulfilling the 

consequences of it-in other words, He also suffered the judgment of the Law for you by His death on 

the cross. Jesus is named "Yahweh saves" for good reason: everything He does is to save you. He is 

born for you, circumcised for you. He lives for you. He dies for you. He rises again and ascends into 

heaven for you. This is so that you might be born anew in Holy Baptism, forgiven for your sins and 

raised to eternal life in heaven. 

 

So Jesus is circumcised on the 8th day in order to save you. Note one more thing about this: when 

He is only 8 days old, He is already working to keep the Law for you. And at this first recorded act 

of Law-keeping for you, what does it involve? Already He offers His body in service to you. 

Already He sheds His blood. Some will tell you that Jesus grew up before He became your Savior. 

Nope. On the 8th day, He's already suffering for you. 
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II. On the Eve of the New Year 

 

Eight days after Christmas Eve, we gather here on the eve of the New Year; and as we mentioned 

before, you and I have really no idea as to what will happen in 2005. Hope and plan for the best. 

Prepare and provide for the worst. 

 

But going into 2005, there are some things that, by the grace of God, you are sure of. 

 

You're sure of some unhappy truths. You can be certain that you'll sin. You'll sin tonight, and 

tomorrow and eight days from now, because that sinful flesh still clings to you and leads you astray 

from God's Law. And because of that, you also know that, be it 2005 or 2075, eventually you face 

death if the Lord doesn't return first. 

 

Those are unhappy truths, but still true. 

 

But you're also sure of some certain Good News: you are an heir of God in Christ Jesus. You enter 

into this new year knowing that Jesus has kept the Law for you. Where you could not keep God's 

commandments in order to be holy and righteous before Him, Jesus fulfilled the Law of God by 

actively keeping every jot and tittle. Where you could not atone for your sin, Jesus fulfilled the 

consequences of the Law by suffering the judgment for your sin on the cross. He has done all this for 

you. 

 

And to make sure that you are a child of God and heir of His kingdom, He visits you with His means 

of grace. He visits you in Holy Baptism, circumcising your heart by the removing your sin; there He 

says, "I know your name, even as I place My name on you. By water and the Word, you are born 

again, and I declare that you are now a child of God and My kingdom is yours." By His Word, He 

repeats that promise again and again, continually absolving you of your sin and giving you the credit 

for His life and death. And by His Supper, He gives you His holy body and blood for the forgiveness 

of sins-the same body and blood that was already at work, at the age of 8 days, to save you from 

your sin. 

 

So as the year comes to a close and another is about to begin, the best place to end the year is at the 

altar, receiving the Lord's Supper. Against all the uncertainties and worries of the future, what the 

Lord gives to us there is sure. There, He most certainly gives us grace and life and salvation. There, 

He repeats His promise, "Do not be afraid. I've lived, died and risen to redeem you from sin, and I 

will not forsake you-not now, not ever. You are My child and heir of all My kingdom, because you 

are forgiven for all of your sins." 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


